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           The Life and Times of Ariel Sharon
Jerusalem, Israel -- February 6, 2001, Election Day

Ariel Sharon became Israel’s new prime minister after winning today’s election by an overwhelming margin.

· Who is Ariel Sharon? 
·  [image: image1.jpg]<
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Why is he called “Mr. Security”
· Why did he win by such an overwhelming majority?
· What is the future of the peace process?
· Why does the international press describe Sharon with terms such as “butcher… bloodstained… bellicose… hardline… right-wing?”
Ariel Sharon, Man of The Land of Israel

Ariel “Arik” Sharon was born in Moshav Kfar M’lal in 1928.  Already as a youth he witnessed the turmoil of the Arab revolt (1936-1939) when marauding Arab bands attacked British positions and Jewish communities.  In 1942, Sharon joined the Haganah, then a home guard force designed to protect against Arab attacks and the threat of a German invasion of Palestine.  

During the 1948 War of Independence, the young Sharon served as a battalion commander of the Alexandroni Brigade.  He fought against Jordanian Legionnaires and Palestinian irregulars in the bitter battle of Latrun, where he was badly wounded, and in the Faluja “Pocket,” during the last campaign of the war when a large Egyptian army force was routed and Israeli forces moved into the Sinai Peninsula.  At the conclusion of the war he was promoted to Commander of the elite Golani Brigade. 

Today, Sharon remains the only survivor of a generation of Israel’s founding fighters, men who fought and commanded during the 1948 war.  Dayan, Allon, Yadin, Gur and Rabin have all passed away.  But their lessons of the importance of geography, tactical surprise, self-reliance, the brutality of the enemy, and the fragility of Jewish survival live on in Ariel Sharon.

Sharon, “Mr. Security,” Architect of a new Israel Defense Force 

In 1952, Sharon left the army for Studies at Hebrew University.  Israel was under daily assault by marauding Palestinian terrorists – fedayeen – who were trained and armed by the Egyptian army in Gaza and by the Jordanian Army in the West Bank.  Sharon was called back into duty and asked to establish the "101 Unit," set up to fight Palestinian terrorism.  [The name was chosen in tribute to the famous U.S. 101st Airborne unit.]

In a very short period, Sharon’s 101 unit succeeded in changing the foundations of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).  Sharon boldly took his unit deep into enemy territory to attack terrorist bases and Jordanian and Egyptian army bases that supported the terrorist activity.  Under Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, Sharon was given command of the paratroop corps.  Dayan and Sharon developed an aggressive and professional military standard, and established the paratroops as an impressive combat force.  The famous battle cry of paratroop officers, “follow me,” represented a combat ethic that spread throughout the whole IDF.  

Kibya – 69 Arab Civilians killed
In recent weeks, numerous publications have revisited a 50 year-old operation by the 101-Paratroop units at the West Bank Jordanian village of Kibya.  In October 1953, an Israeli mother and her two children were murdered in their sleep in their moshav.  Within days, a combined force, co-commanded by Sharon, was sent to Kibya to retaliate.  As the force approached the village, hundreds of Kibya residents were seen fleeing.  The force believed that all residents had fled.  According to the official IDF Encyclopedia
, the soldiers found a young girl in one house and an elderly man in another.  They were quickly chased away.  Soon thereafter, IDF sappers blew up dozens of Kibya houses.  No one knew that 69 civilians were hiding inside the homes.  Their deaths were not deliberate.

The civilian casualties shocked the world and Israel, itself.  As described by Ze’ev Schiff, Israel’s leading military analyst, the Kibya action resulted in a new policy, “that any future retaliatory actions be reserved to military targets.” 

Sharon’s Career in the IDF
Sharon was wounded again leading a raid against Egyptian forces in July 1954.  In the 1956 Sinai War, Sharon led the Paratroop Brigade in bitter fighting at the strategic Mitla Pass in the Sinai.  In 1957 he undertook military studies in England, and while commanding the IDF’s Field Combat Academy and the Infantry and Armored Divisions between 1958 and 1962, Sharon received a law degree from Hebrew University.

Sharon assumed numerous command posts, including the crucial northern command.  During the 1967 Six-Day War, he commanded the Armored Reserve in the south.  After fierce tank battles in the Sinai, his units reached the Suez Canal.  In 1969 Sharon was appointed commander of the Southern Command, which included command over the Suez Canal during the War of Attrition with the Egyptians.  His experience along the Canal would play a vital role during the 1973 war.

Sharon retired from the army in the summer of 1973, but when war broke out in October 1973, Sharon returned to command the Armored Reserves. After fierce battles and many casualties, Sharon ordered a daring action: his force crossed the Suez Canal in a seam between Egyptian forces.  Sharon widened his beachhead until a bridge could be built and more forces brought over to challenge the Egyptian army on both sides of the Canal. This action was crucial in winning the war and, in the end, brought Israel to a peace treaty with Egypt.

Sharon Fights Terrorism -- again

As commander of the Southern Command, Sharon was responsible for fighting terrorism emanating from the Gaza strip. In 1970-71 he methodically destroyed the terrorist infrastructure in Gaza, utilizing the experience he gathered in 20 years of fighting terrorists.  Rather than sitting back and waiting for terrorist attacks, Sharon ordered his troops to take the fight to the terrorists’ own turf, putting them on the defensive.

Sharon’s Move to Politics



Ariel Sharon was elected to the Knesset in 1974.  With the election of Menachem Begin in 1977, Sharon was appointed Minister of Agriculture, and in that capacity he attempted to establish agricultural relations with Egypt.

In his ministerial post, Sharon encouraged the settlement process in Judea, Samaria, Gaza, the Galilee and Negev.  The Judea/Samaria activity followed in the footsteps of settlement activity initiated by Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres, the prime minister and defense minister in the previous government.

Defense Minister Sharon – the Fight against Terrorism, Part 3

In 1981, Sharon was appointed Minister of Defense.   He soon embarked on establishing a relationship of strategic cooperation with the United States.

Toward the end of 1981, Israeli intelligence services were warning of a metamorphosis of the terrorist Palestine Liberation Organization into an army.  Long-range artillery was positioned in southern Lebanon within range of Israeli towns in northern Israel.  Palestinian intentions were bent on attacking Israel.

In June 1982, the IDF once again went into action against terrorist concentrations.  Sharon sought nothing less than the destruction of the PLO terrorist infrastructure in Lebanon and the exiling of its leaders from Beirut. 

 

Sabra and Shatila

By the end of June 1982, Israel’s army surrounded the remainder of the PLO army in Beirut.  For the next few months, PLO head Yasser Arafat negotiated his withdrawal, and at the end of August, Arafat and his forces withdrew from Lebanon.  Intelligence reports indicated that the PLO left behind large stocks of materiel as well as hundreds, possibly thousands, of terrorists who had gone ”underground.”  Their removal remained an important objective in order to allow the new government of Lebanon to rule effectively.   Basher Gemayal, the new president of Lebanon, and Sharon had agreed that the mission would be carried out by elements of the Lebanese Army and Lebanese Christian militias.


On September 14, Gemayal and 25 of his followers were killed in his Beirut party headquarters by a terrorist bomb planted by a Syrian intelligence agent.  Israel prepared to celebrate the Jewish New Year; Lebanese Christians planned revenge for Gemayal’s death.

Israeli political and military leaders had reiterated on numerous occasions to the leaders of the Christian forces the necessity to avoid civilian casualties.  But the urge for vengeance and the Lebanese tradition of sectarian atrocities were obviously stronger than the Israeli admonitions.  On September 16, 1982, while Israeli troops were stationed outside of the Sabra and Shatila neighborhoods, Christian militiamen entered the camps and murdered hundreds.  

The international outcry was echoed within Israel, and in response to the Israeli outrage and grief, a commission of inquiry was convened.  The Kahan Commission found that Israel was indirectly responsible for not foreseeing the possibility of Christian violence.  Senior military officers and Defense Minister Ariel Sharon were singled out.  Their dismissal was recommended and carried out.

During the current election campaign, the Barak camp blamed Sharon for the IDF’s 18-year stay in Lebanon.  In fact, the original attack on the PLO infrastructure in Lebanon was approved by senior Labor Party members, as well.  Moreover, the withdrawal from Lebanon could have been carried out by Labor Prime Ministers prior to Barak.

Today, Sharon has called for the release of all secret documents presented to the Kahan Commission.  He insists that he would be vindicated if they were released.

Sharon Returns to Government Service, Posts Held:

1984 - 1990    Served as Minister of Trade and Industry. In 1985, he signed the 


historic Free Trade Agreement with the U.S. 

1990 – 1992   Served as Minister of Construction and Housing. With the fall of the Soviet Union and the initial massive waves of immigration from Russia, Sharon initiated and implemented program to absorb the immigrants throughout the country. During this period 144,000 apartments were built and another 22,000 were refurbished. 

1996   Appointed Minister of National Infrastructure.  Sharon was tasked with the creation of joint ventures with Jordan, Egypt and the Palestinians.

1998    Appointed Foreign Minister and responsible for negotiations towards a final agreement with the Palestinian Authority.  Sharon accompanied Prime Minister Netanyahu to Wye as Chief Negotiator for Israel for the Interim Agreement with the Palestinians.

Why Did Sharon Win by Such a Large Margin?
There is little doubt that the Israeli public was voting against Ehud Barak and his negotiating positions vis-à-vis the Palestinians.  There is also little doubt that the Israeli public lost faith in Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian Authority desire or ability to conclude a satisfactory peace agreement even after Barak’s far-reaching concessions.

Polls taken at the end of January
 indicate that the Israeli public thought Barak was making too many concessions:  

1. Summarizing the reign of Ehud Barak, how would you evaluate his policy in the negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians?

 Too hard 3.4%

 Appropriate 20.3%

 Too conciliatory 70.4% 

 Do not know 6.0%

2. What is your opinion on the agreement that was signed in Oslo 
between Israel and the PLO (Agreement of Principles)?

 Heavily in favor 8.3% 

Considerably in favor 19.5%  

 In the middle 17.1%

 Considerably opposed 15.7% 

Heavily opposed 27.2%  

Do not know/no opinion 12.1%

Where Does Sharon Stand on the Peace Process?

· The Israeli Government led by Arial Sharon will honor and fulfill any and all agreements signed by the Government and ratified by the Knesset.

· Joint declarations, “non-papers,” communiqués, statements of intent, or third party recommendations have no international standing and do not obligate any elected prime minister or Israeli Government.

· Specifically, proposals suggested at the Camp David meeting in Summer 2000 or recommended by the former U.S. president do not obligate any Israeli Government.  Before leaving office, Clinton explained that if the “ideas of the President" were not accepted, then "they are not just off the table; they go with the President as he leaves office."
  
· U.S. Peace Coordinator, Dennis Ross, repeated this principle in an interview on January 19, 2001: "The President's ideas leave [the White House] with the President."   According to Ross, "The new [U.S.] administration is not obligated in any way, shape, or form by these ideas.”
 
· Concessions proffered by the minority Barak government, rejected by the Israeli public in democratic elections, and never approved by the Knesset will not serve as the “starting point” for future negotiations.

Will Sharon Continue the Oslo Process?

Many analysts in Israel and the United States believe that the Oslo Accords have run their course.  The Accords were based on Israeli concessions of land in return for less tangible Palestinian commitments to end the state of conflict.  The Palestinian Authority, however, has abrogated, violated or ignored virtually every aspect of the Accords.  The PA –

· Chose a path of violence instead of negotiations 

· Smuggled illegal weaponry into the PA’s territory

· Continues to incite violence in the Palestinian media

· Continues to promote violence and hatred in Palestinian schools

· Surpassed agreed-upon numbers of police – creating in effect an army

· Violated agreements on establishing institutions in Jerusalem

· Failed to reciprocate for Israeli concessions

· Damaged or destroyed Jewish holy sites

· Released terrorist bombers and murderers

The results of the election proved that the Israeli public rejects the policies of one-sided Israeli concessions and the ignoring of Palestinian violations.

Will Sharon Adopt an Alternative Peace Policy?

Sharon will adopt what he sees as a responsible path to peaceful relations with the Palestinians.  Some of the (unofficial) principles presented include:

· Israel’s relations with the Palestinians should be based on a multi-stage, long-term interim agreement.

· The agreement must be based on the concept of non-belligerency and the implementation of full reciprocity.

· A peace process cannot and will not be implemented while acts of violence and incitement to violence are being committed.

· Israel and the Palestinian Authority should work to develop a set of mutually agreed expectations on issues of security, economic development and people-to-people projects.

· The establishment of arbitrary timetables and deadlines is not in the interest of either side.

· The interim measures will serve as the first steps toward a permanent agreement in the future. 

Sharon’ Goal: National Unity and a Unity Government

· The first priority of a Sharon-led government will be to work toward unity and reconciliation within Israeli society.  

· Political, religious, ethnic, and economic issues today divide Israeli society, and all efforts must be exerted to reestablish unity, mutual respect, and tolerance.

· Senior members of the Labor Party, included Ehud Barak, will be invited to join the unity government.

What Will Sharon’s Policy be on Jerusalem?

· The election results show that the Israeli public seeks to protect the unity and sanctity of Jerusalem and its holy sites under Israeli sovereignty.

· The new Government will continue the long-standing Israeli policy of protecting the rights of all religions to conduct their religious practices and administer their religious sites – as long as they do not impinge or deny the rights of other religions.

· The Temple Mount, the core of the Jewish People’s spiritual being, will remain under Israel’s full sovereignty.  The status quo arrangements relating to the administration of the site will be restored and maintained.

· United Jerusalem is and always will be the capital of Israel.  Foreign governments will be encouraged to relocate their embassies to Israel’s capital.

How Will Sharon Meet the Current Security Problem?
· Israel will not negotiate while under fire.

· The Government of Israel and its leaders will vigorously shake the hand of peace when the Palestinian leadership agrees to a termination of the conflict, an end to terror and incitement, and true reconciliation.

· The Government of Israel will protect its citizens everywhere from acts of terrorism.

· The conduct of an anti-terrorism campaign will be based on:

· Lessons learned in combating terrorism in Gaza.

· Strict separation between the combat against the terrorists and the treatment of the local population.  

· Permitting the local population to lead a normal life in their travel, access to the work place, and commerce.

· Minimizing the friction at roadblocks and checkpoints.

· Terrorists will be forced to defend themselves wherever they are, rather than carry out their attacks freely with impunity.  

How Does Sharon View the Jordan River Valley?

· The Jordan River Valley, including the Dead Sea basin, is a vital security zone, protecting Israel from invasion from the east.  

· The Valley, as well as other security zones and strategic routes, will remain under Israeli control.

· Israel’s control of the Jordan River Valley also serves the interests of other countries in the region.

What Is Sharon’s Position on the Palestinian “Right of Return?”

· The Palestinian demand to allow Palestinian refugees or their relatives 

to return to Israel proper is a “non-starter.

· Settlement of refugees where they are located or resettling them in other locations has been the rule of international refugee relief for most of the 20th century.  Arab states and the PLO insisted on perpetuating the plight of the Palestinian refugees for more than 50 years. 

· Israel is willing to assist in providing the Palestinian refugees compensation.

· Israel notes that hundreds of thousands of Jews fled Arab countries and resettled in Israel, Europe and North America.  Their property was plundered.  No offer of compensation has ever been offered.
How Will Sharon Deal with Syria and the Golan Heights

· The Israeli Government calls on the Government of Syria to return to the negotiating table.

· The Golan Heights remains a strategic site vital for Israel’s security.  Israel, therefore, will not get off of the Heights in any future agreement with Syria.

· Technology, aircraft, and satellite surveillance cannot replace the requirement for Israel’s physical presence on the Heights.


What is Sharon’s Policy toward Jewish Communities (“Settlements”) in Judea, Samaria and Gaza

· Sharon submitted a plan to the Israeli Government in October 1977 to build communities (“settlements”) in areas that were to be retained as essential security zones in any future peace agreement.

· Almost all of the communities built since then are contained within those zones approved by the government.

· Successive Israeli governments contend that building communities in areas captured in the defensive 1967 war complies with international law.

· A Palestinian state or entity never existed on the “West Bank.”

· Jordan’s sovereignty over “West Bank” between 1948-1967 was the result of aggression in 1948 and was not internationally recognized.  Israel’s claim to the territory is based on the exercise of its legitimate right of self-defense. 

UN Security Council Resolution 242 does not require Israel’s withdrawal to June 4, 1967 lines.  The British and American drafters of the resolution clearly explained that the extent of withdrawal was purposely never defined.  “It would have been wrong to demand that Israel return to its positions of June 4, 1967, because these positions were undesirable and artificial,” insisted Lord Caradon, the British Ambassador.

Who Is Ariel Sharon, and Why Are They Saying All Those Terrible Things About Him?

Ariel Sharon truly represents the “sabra” image of a native cactus product of an inhospitable land that is prickly on the outside and soft on the inside.  A product of his neighborhood, Sharon is a fighter who has seen little or no change among some of his adversaries.  A product of his time, Sharon is an Israeli patriot at a time when pride in country or faith is viewed by some as anachronistic and jingoistic.

Some pundits have described Ariel Sharon as a “bull in a china shop.”  A better description would be that Sharon sees Israel as a bull in a pen of other bulls.  To survive, the bull must have shaper horns and be faster and stronger than his pen-mates.   

The Current “al-Aqsa Intifada” – Didn’t Sharon Spark the Violence?
Some journalists repeat as their sacred mantra that “Sharon sparked the current conflict by visiting the Temple Mount, known to the Moslems as the ‘Noble Sanctuary.’”  

The claim is simply not true for several reasons.  The violence began several days earlier when Palestinian police attacked an Israeli colleague in their joint patrols.  The Palestinian Authority started preparing for violence upon the unsuccessful conclusion of the Camp David talks in the summer of 2000.  Tens of thousands of teenagers were trained in summer camps in the use of weapons and street battle strategies.  Weapons were stockpiled.  Media incitement built to a feverous pitch.  Lastly, Palestinian leaders were briefed on the upcoming visit; none expressed any objection.

Sponsored by MEDIA WATCH INTERNATIONAL
Media Watch International is a non-partisan, non-profit organization whose mission is to ensure fair, accountable, unbiased reporting by the global media of events in Israel and the Middle East. 
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The Myth of Toughness





Within Israel, Sharon is actually known for his caring and compassionate nature.  





MK Yael Dayan, a prominent member of the leftist Labor Party and daughter of Moshe Dayan: 


“My husband is sick and he was under Sharon’s command in the army.  With all the people around, Sharon is the only one who keeps inquiring and offering his help and support… We are miles apart  as far as politics go, but I would never dream of taking away from him his humanity and care for his friends.” (Newsday, January 28, 2001)





Yitzhak Rabin frequently consulted Sharon, his former comrade-at-arms, on security issues.  Days before she passed away, Leah Rabin reportedly spoke to Sharon as an old friend, asking Sharon, “Yitzhak never would have divided Jerusalem or surrendered the Temple Mount, would he?”





Sharon was totally devoted to his wife, Lilly, particularly as she bravely fought her losing bout with cancer.  She passed away earlier this year.  Sharon is twice widowed.  He also lost a young son who died tragically after playing with an antique gun.





Objectives of the Lebanon War





On June 27, three weeks after the outbreak of the war, Sharon wrote a confidential letter to the former U.S. Secretary of State, Alexander Haig.  Sharon referred to previous conversations with Haig and stated:





“Expanding on the serious situation in Lebanon, I insisted on the grave danger the PLO terrorism presented to peace in the area.  I also frankly explained to you that we would no longer accept to live under the constant threat of terrorist activity against us in Israel and abroad. “





“In the circumstances which evolved, the Government was left with no other choice but to instruct the IDF to remove the terrorist artillery threat from our northern border and to restore peace for the Galilee…  We have succeeded to eliminate the huge PLO terrorist infrastructure in Southern Lebanon and we are now encircling the bases of terrorism and its headquarters in Beirut itself.  In the course of the operation, faced with a Syrian decision to interfere in the air and on the ground, we also succeeded to break the strategic hold of the Syrian Army in Lebanon, which had provided a massive support to PLO terrorism.”  (Israel’s Lebanon War, by Ze’ev Schiff and Ehud Ya’ari, 1984)




















Sabra & Shatila: Was Israel “Set-up” by Syria?





The commander of the Lebanese forces who carried out the Sabra and Shatila massacre was a Lebanese named Elie Hobeika.  According to a new book, “From Israel to Damascus,” written by Hobeika’s bodyguard, Robert Maroun Hatem, codenamed "Cobra,” Hobeika was a Syrian double agent, and the massacre was aimed at discrediting Israel and Ariel Sharon.


   [Details of the book can be found at the website: 


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.israeltodamascus.com" ��www.israeltodamascus.com� ]  Excerpts follow:


   “Sharon had given strict orders to Hobeika to guard against any desperate move, should his men run amuck. They were to behave like a real dignified, regular army not like “chocolate soldiers” and coordinate with the Israeli command. Their mission was to exert pressure an the Palestinians to drive them all out of the camp, and pick out the PLO agents left behind after the evacuation of the Palestinians in August, 1982.  They were rallied at the Cite Sportive and held prisoners. After inspection the civilians would be sent back to their homes.  However, Hobeika gave his own instructions to his men: “Total extermination ... camps wiped out.”�   It was Maroun Mashaalani’s men, undaunted by their regular and immoderate use of heroine and cocaine who perpetrated the most ghastly slaughters in the camp …. The minute General Ariel Sharon had been informed that something odd and unwanted was going on, he summoned his commanding officers and Hobeika. �    The Israeli officers were jealous and filled with rage, blaming Hobeika for actually ordering the massacre of Palestinian civilians. Hobeika coldly retorted that it was because of the darkness he could not tell who they were. General Sharon, being too fat to climb up the flight of stairs, waited on the second floor to see Hobeika and have it out with him personally. The minute he saw him he roared out: “You were not supposed to do this. I didn’t ask you to commit massacres. If I wanted, I would have done so with my tanks. You’ll pay for this blunder…”


    I was Hobeika’s field man always present on the premises with my chief wherever he went.   I can state under oath, that General Sharon would never have lit up the area the way he did had he planned for any butchery. He would not have cleaned up the Cite Sportive to house all the Palestinians pending their return to their homes after verification. He would not have placed his tanks and armored cars all around the camps to capture the remaining armed Palestinian agents. One thing was certain, the Syrians had their men within the ranks of Lebanese Forces leaders. �    Reflecting back on the events of my life, all the facts led me to believe that Hobeika was the man, who in 1982, provoked the Sabra and Chatilla massacres.   �
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